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Whoever you are, and whoever you want to 
be, read about the extraordinary stories of 

these 15 people, and decide how YOU will be 
extraordinary too!

Meet well-known faces from around the 
world: artist Frida Kahlo, leader Nelson 

Mandela environmentalist David 
Attenborough – and discover unsung heroes 
like physics whizz Sau Lan Wu, and a spy you 

(probably) haven’t heard of . . .  

Above all, discover that there are MANY ways 
to be extraordinary.

KS1/
KS2

RRP
£6.99



LOOKING AT PICTURE 1
Use an exclusive picture from How To Be Extra-
Ordinary! to improve pupils' comprehension 
skills, and spark their interest in historical figures. 
 

INSPIRATION 1. The picture encourages pupils to think 
about the key theme in the book: that many people 
through history have achieved extra-ordinary things. As a 
preparatory activity, ask pupils to make create a list of 
things that they consider extra-ordinary. What extra-
ordinary things would they like to achieve in the future?

INSPIRATION 2. This picture introduces the figure of 
David Attenborough as an extra-ordinary and 
inspirational person. Ask children to carry out some 
research into David Attenborough. Have they ever seen 
any of his shows? Has he taught them anything about the 
natural world that we live in? Ask them to create a 
documentary in the style of David Attenborough, but 
about David Attenborough himself!

Text &
Comprehensi

on

Design &
Illustratio

nIntroduce pupils to the art of picture book design 
and illustration. 
INSPIRATION 1. The picture encourages pupils to 
consider the power of illustration to convey a key 
message in the book: what inspires people to achieve 
their dreams?

INSPIRATION 2. This picture shows the life story of 
Aeham Ahmad, from his time as a child in a Palestinian 
refugee camp to his life today as a concert pianist in 
Germany. Looking at the picture, ask children to think 
about how the story is laid out on the page and how the 
beginning, the middle and the end are shown.

Ideas

This book is all about extra-ordinary people and role 
models throughout history. Ask children about a role 
model from the book or their own lives. How does their 
role model influence them? What special qualities do their 
role models possess? Together, create a classroom display 
of extra-ordinary people. Use the Puffin template to help 
them gather the information they need. 

LOOKING AT PICTURE 2

ACTIVITY SHEETS

Together, create a classroom display of 
extra-ordinary people. Use the Puffin 
template to help them gather the 
information they need



PROMPT IMAGE: WORD 
BANK

PROMPT 
IMAGE!

CHALLENGE DISCOVERY DIFFICULT WONDROUS UNKNOWN HARD

DETERMINED AMBITIOUS EXTRA-ORDINARY STRONG HAPPY WORLD

ACHIEVEMENT LONELY POWERFUL ADMIRABLE ORDINARY



SENTENCE 
STARTERS

I can see the following different 
elements…………………………………

They tell me that…………………

I think the different people 
included in the book might be 
………………………

I can tell that the people 
included in the book come 
from ……

I predict that most important 
ideas and themes in the story 
are……………………………………….

 

COVER CLUES



What can you tell about the book from each 
element?

1. What is this person doing? How would you describe her facial expressions? What do they 
suggest about her?

2. What do all of the birds make you think about? Why do you think the illustrator has included 
them?

3. Who might this person be? What are they doing? How would you describe this man?
4. Consider the text included in this roundel. How does it make you want to open the book and 

read on?

COVER CLUES

1 2 3
4

PROMPT 
QUESTIONS



PICTURE 1: Text & 
Comprehension

BE A TEXT
DETECTIV

E!

• What has David been fascinated by ‘Ever since he was a little boy’?
• What organisation did David join in 1952? 
• Which of David’s TV documentaries was ‘the biggest wildlife documentary EVER’?
• What can you infer about David’s passions from what you read on these pages? What do you 

think they are?
• Can you list at least two important issues that David Attenborough has ‘woken up the world 

to’?



PICTURE 2: Design & Illustration

BE A 
PICTURE

BOOK PRO!

• How can you tell Aeham Ahmad’s special talent just from looking at the illustrations on 
this picture?

• What effect does Aeham Ahmad’s piano-playing have on the people around him? How 
does the illustrator show this?

• Why do you think the illustrator has included a map on this picture? What does it show?
• How does the illustrator use positive and negative imagery in this picture? What does this 

tell you about Aeham’s journey?
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